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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amended filed on October 24 th , 2006 under 37 CFR 1.131 has been 
considered but is ineffective to overcome the Tsukuda and Holland references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

3. - Claims 1 - 7, 11 - 17, and 21 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Tsukuda [US 6,085,170]. 

As per claims 1, 3, 6, 11, 13, 21, and 23, Tsukuda discloses a method for 
use in managing a supply chain multiple customers, comprising: receiving a new 
delivery schedule from a customer [see abstract and flowchart of figure 1 (e.g. 
block 102)]; determined a deviation between the new delivery schedule and a 
confirmed delivery schedule from the customer [see column 4, lines 3 - 9 (e.g. 
differences from various view points, such as from a view point of the distributor, a 
view point of the agent, and a view point of the purchaser), figure 3, and see 
column 5, lines 49 - 67]; and determining if the new schedule is eligible for further 
consideration based on the deviation [see column 9, lines 56 - 63 (e.g. the delivery 
goods information is constructed by further adding items or columns "size(s)" 
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and "necessity of refrigeration of the goods)] ; generating a schedule of 
production recourses and inventory that satisfies at least some requirement of the 
new delivery schedule [see abstract, and via step 101 (e.g. list of a schedule for 
delivery by using the delivery information 121)]; and confirm to the customer that 
the supplier accepts the new delivery schedule [via step 1907 (e.g. confirming the 
existence of the scheduled)]. 

As per claims 2, 12, and 22, Tsukuda discloses: generating comprises 
updating an existing schedule of production resource [see abstract, and see column 
2, lines 41 - 47]. 

As per claims 4, 14, and 24, Tsukuda discloses: determining the deviation 
comprises comparing items from the new delivery schedule to item from the 
confirmed delivery schedule [see column 7, lines 4-15 (e.g. comparing the 
purchased goods information through the network and that inputted through the 
input apparatus), and see claim 3]. 

As per claims 5, 15, and 25, Tsukuda discloses the items comprise 
quantities of goods to be delivered at specified dates [column 2, lines 17 - 25 (e.g. 
desired date and time for the delivery service)]. 

As per claims 6, 16, and 26, Tsukuda discloses: the deviation is indicative 
of an error if the deviation exceeds a predetermined tolerance [see figure 14. 

As per claims 7, 17, and 27, Tsukuda discloses: prompting a user for input 
if the deviation exceeds the predetermined tolerance [see figure 2 (e.g. input 
device)] ; determining if the new delivery schedule is eligible for further 
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consideration is based, at least in part, on the user input [see figure 3, and see 
column 7, lines 10 - 15]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8 - 10, 18 - 20, and 28 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Tsukuda, and further in view of Holland et al. [US 
2002/0143605]. 

As per claims 8 - 10, 18 - 20, and 28 - 30, Tsukuda discloses all 
elements per claimed invention as explained above. Tsukuda does not explicitly 
disclose: the new delivery schedule comprises a forecast of delivery requirements, 
a long term forecast, and allocating resources based on the schedule of production 
resources. 

However, Holland discloses: the new delivery schedule comprises a forecast 
of delivery requirements, a long term forecast [see paragraph 0033 (e.g. forecasts 
delivery schedules), and paragraph 0047 (e.g. week 5 represent forecasted 
deliveries to be made)], and allocating resources based on the schedule of 
production resources [see paragraphs 0010, 0033, and 0050]. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Tsukuda's invention to include Holland's 



Application/Control Number: 10/611,319 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3627 

forecasting method, and allocation resources. The motivation to combine would 
provide a method and apparatus for a plurality of businesses to manage supply and 
demand of critical business resources [see paragraph 0011]. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed on October 24 th , 2006 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

A) Applicants argue with respect to independent claims 1, 11, and 21 that 
Tsukuda does not disclose or suggest "determined a deviation between the new 
delivery schedule and a confirmed delivery schedule from the customer"; 
"determining if the new schedule is eligible for further consideration"; "and 
generating a schedule of production recourses and inventory that satisfies at least 
some requirement of the new delivery schedule". The Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Tsukuda discloses means for determining the date and time for delivery 
of the delivery goods and also means for notifying of arrival and/or departure of the 
goods to and/or from and agent to at least one of the distribution server. In 
accordance with Tsukuda's invention, it is provided means for determining 
scheduled date and time for delivery of the purchased commodities or goods, from 
a schedule information of a delivery information of each area of the distributor and 
a schedule information of the purchaser. 

Tsukuda describes in figure 14 if new schedule is eligible for further 
consideration. The delivery goods information in figure 14 is constructed by further 
adding items or columns "size(s)" and "necessity of refrigeration of the goods" to 
the items of the delivery goods information shown in figure 4. 
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Tsukuda further describes in step 101, which is a notification step that 
generates a list of schedule of production recourses and inventory for delivery by 
using the delivery information 121 and delivery goods information 122. Therefore, 
Applicants' arguments are deemed nonpersuasive. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Garcia Ade whose telephone number is 
571.272.5586. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on 571.272.6790. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



Garcia Ade 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
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